


















































and placement on a shellfish lease which requires resources and efforts by Marine Patrol and other 

staff. Due to the increased burden of observing clam relay, the division developed policies which 

require at least five people in an area to be relaying before opening the area. In 2018, Hurricanes 

Florence and Michael caused damage to oyster populations which led to only a few areas being open 

for relay during the 2019 relay season. Since 2014, there have been a total of 190 unique participants 

(average 57 per season) in the relay program averaging 70 permits per season with some participants 

utilizing multiple shellfish leases.  

A notable increasing trend has been documented for the number of seed import permits issued and 

amount of seed imported from 2009 – 2019. This may be indicative of the shift from extensive to 

intensive shellfish aquaculture techniques occurring over the last few years. Intensive shellfish 

aquaculture techniques utilize bottom or floating cages rather than historical cultch on bottom 

methods. Therefore, more growers are choosing to plant seed on their shellfish lease rather than 

cultch material for production requirements.  

For more information, please refer to the full document that is included in this Briefing Book. 
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  Figure 2. The number of relay permits issued from 2002 – 2019. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 3. The number of import permits issued and amount of seed imported from 
2009 – 2019. 
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